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June 09, 2021

Iranian Lawyers Association’s Communiqué regarding Raisi’s Direct Role in Crimes
against Humanity in Iran

[The Original Persian version follows the English text.]

The longtime prosecutor and present Chief Justice of Iran, Seyyed Ebrahim Rais-o-Sadati, a.k.a.
“Ebrahim Raisi”, is currently considered the front runner in Iran’s rigged president election
scheduled for June 18, 2021. We write to inform you that Raisi has been accused of a range of
well-documented crimes against humanity.

In 1980’s, the newly established Islamic regime of Iran undertook a brutal and systematic
persecution of individual dissidents and opposition political groups. The climax of this bloody
decade occurred in 1988 when several thousand political prisoners were slaughtered and
subjected to a collective purge. The bloodbath was orchestrated and implemented by a four-
person committee, dubbed as the “Death Squad” by Iranians.

Appointed by the then Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini, the Death Squad was
literally mandated to exterminate all political prisoners who had previously been subject to
unfair legal proceedings, and were serving their prison sentences. Despite serving their
sentences, the prisoners were merely asked whether they still held their political opinions for
which they had previously been charged and tried, and if they answered affirmatively, were
summarily executed on an extrajudicial basis!

On the basis of extensive evidence, Raisi who was a member of the four-person committee, or
the Death Squad, has openly and audaciously acknowledged his role in such extrajudicial
proceedings, without ever having betrayed any semblance of remorse for having assumed an
indispensable role in the regime’s crimes against humanity.

Given Raisi’s display of impunity, a majority of Iranians would rather he be prosecuted by an
international criminal court, than be fraudulently declared the victor in Iran’s presidential
election. As such, the Iranian Lawyers Association demands that the international community
heed the concerns of Iranians and consider the most appropriate means to hold Raisi to account
for his heinous crimes.

With due respect,

Iranian Lawyers Association (ILA)
June 09, 2021
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The Iranian Lawyers Association is an organization of Iranian freedom-seeking lawyers
and is not incorporated due to the repression and persecution in Iran.
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