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The Free Trade Union of Iran reports continuing repression
of trade unionists in Iran

Faced with a growing workers’ movement the Iranian regime is continuing to use repression in an attempt to
hold back this movement. Human Rights Watch (NRW) reported in late April that “over the past 12 months, at
least 69 workers have been arrested, and dozens more have been summoned for interrogations”. In Iran since
April 2021 HRW has “documented 780 strikes by labor organizations and trade unions”.

The Free Trade Union of Iran, established in 2007 and adopting this name in 2008, has circulated
internationally a report on the severe repression of its and other activists in Iran including:

Shapour Ehsani Rad, a member of the national committee of the Free Trade Union of Iran, was in 2019
arrested and sentenced to five years in prison. Currently he is being held in the Tehran Prison, one of the worst
prisons in Iran.

Nahid Khodajoo, a retired worker and member of the Free Trade Union of Iran’s leadership. She was arrested
during a rally on May 1st, International Workers’ Day, in Tehran in 2019 and in 2020 sentenced to five years in
prison. The regime threaten the person who provided her with bail money, she then paid 150 million Toman
($3,500) which the regime then confiscated. Now she is bared from leaving Iran and could at any moment be
arrested and put in prison.

Nasrin Javadi (Azam Khezri Javadi) is a former worker of the Medical Equipment Company and a retiree of
Social Security and a member of the Free Trade Union of Iran. On 7" February 2022 she was sentenced to 7
years prison and 74 lashes in Branch 26 of the Revolutionary Court on charges of conspiracy to act against
national security, disturbing public order and propaganda, and propaganda against the regime. Some of the
charges are based on her participation in International Workers Day ceremonies and attending rallies of
workers and retirees to defend union demands. Now she can be arrested at any time to begin her sentence.

Jafar Azimzadeh, the secretary of the Free Trade Union of Iran national committee, who was released after
several years in prison on April 10, 2021, is now facing a new case and is expected to be re-imprisoned. Jafar
Azimzadeh had previously been arrested by Ministry of Intelligence agents on 29th April, 2014, and was
sentenced by Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran to six years in prison. Jafar Azimzadeh has
contracted several diseases due to a 64-day hunger strike in Evin Prison, and his life will be in serious danger if
he is re-imprisoned. Also, a lawsuit was filed against Akram Rahimpour, Jafar Azimzadeh’s wife, in order to put
more pressure on union members.

Parvin Mohammadi is a member of the Free Trade Union of Iran national committee and a former
representative of the workers at the Tehran Metal Industries Factory. In 2018 she was sentenced to one year
in prison on charges of "propaganda against the regime". Interestingly, not only did Parvin Mohammadi not
know about the case or its verdict, no notification or information was ever given to her. It should be noted that
Parvin Mohammadi has been arrested and imprisoned several times over the past years.


https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/29/iran-labor-protests-surge

Haidar Ghorbani, a construction worker and a member of the Free Trade Union of Iran, was arrested in June,
2020, held in detention for 23 days before he was relapsed on bail. Later he was sentenced to a total of 11
years in prison on charges of “membership in a group or population or a branch of a population formed within
the country with the aim of disrupting national security" and "propaganda against the Islamic Republic."

Javanmir Moradi, a member of the national committee of the Free Trade Union of Iran, who has been
sentenced by the Kermanshah Revolutionary Court to one year in prison.

Sheyth Amani, a member of the national committee of the Free Trade Union of Iran, was arrested by Ministry
of Intelligence agents on 1th May, 2021, during a gathering on International Workers’ Day in Sanandaj.

Farhad Sheikhi, Hadi Soleimani and Mehdi Fakhri were arrested by security forces on the occasion of
International Workers’ Day 2019 in front of the parliament, and have also faced legal proceedings by the
Ministry of Intelligence in order to prevent them from continuing their activities.

Mozaffar Salehnia, Sharif Saednia, Khalil Karimi and Jamil Mohammadi, other members of the Free Trade
Union of Iran’s national committee, have been arrested several times in the cities of Sanandaj and Tehran.
These activists are always under pressure from security agencies to refrain from labour activities.

Foad (Faiq) Keykhosravi is a member of the Free Trade Union of Iran’s national committee who was not
arrested when security forces raided his home. Foad Keykhosravi has been given a suspended prison sentence
and if arrested will faced long years of imprisonment.

The Free Trade Union of Iran explains that security crackdowns by the Iranian government on its members have
not ended there, and many other union members have been threatened by the Ministry of Intelligence over
the phone with the aim of shutting down the union.

In Iran, workers are not allowed to form their own organizations, and workers such as activists of the Free
Trade Union of Iran, who form trade unions to pursue their demands, face the harshest repression.

In reality they not pay the slightest attention to workers’ rights and presents false reports internationally in
order prevent real workers’ voices reaching out to workers around the world.

Although the International Labour Organisation aims to foster “social dialogue and tripartism” between
“governments, employers and workers”, and not militant trade unionism, the Iranian government refuses to

sign the ILO’s conventions that relate to the right to organise, hold meetings and conduct collective bargaining.

The Free Trade Union of Iran explains that the Iranian government not only refuses to sign these conventions,
but also cracks down on all labour activists who make the slightest effort to put them into effect do so. The
example of the repression of the Free Trade Union of Iran members is significant which many now either in
prison or at risk of imprisonment, and their lives are in danger.

The Free Trade Union of Iran asks for support for its demand that the Islamic Republic of Iran is expelled from
the ILO to highlight its repression of workers.

We request that urgent messages be sent to the Iranian Embassy, iranemb.lon@mfa.gov.ir, demanding the
release of all imprisoned worker activists.

Please send copies of protests and solidarity messages to the Free Trade Union of Iran:

etehadyeh.azad@gmail.com
Rob Williams, NSSN Chair

The NSSN is supported by the following national trade unions


mailto:iranemb.lon@mfa.gov.ir
mailto:etehadyeh.azad@gmail.com
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